400	part VIII. The Citizen and the State
otherwise lawful assembly into an unlawful assembly: Beatty v.
Citibanks, ante. The promoters of a meeting may be guilty of the
offence of obstructing the police in the execution of their duty;
Duncan v. Jones, ante', and yet not necessarily be guilty of the offence
of unlawful assembly. The distinction may be important. A civilian,
and equally a soldier,1 has a common law duty to take all necessary
steps to disperse an unlawful assembly. He is not, however, obliged
to take steps to disperse a meeting merely because a police officer has,
in the exercise of his duty to prevent a breach of the peace, ordered
the dispersal of the meeting.^
The Seditious Meetings Act, 1817, s. 23, makes a meeting of more
than fifty persons an unlawful assembly if held within one mile of
Westminster Hall, when either House of Parliament is sitting.
Riot.	Riot at common law is a misdemeanour punishable with imprison-
ment. The elements essential to constitute a common law riot are
five in number: (1) the presence of not less than three persons, (2) a
common purpose, (3) execution or attempted execution of the com-
mon purpose, (4) an intent to help one another, by force if necessary,
against anyone who may oppose them in the execution of the
common purpose, (5) force or violence displayed in such manner as
to alarm at least one person of reasonable firmness: Field v. Receiver
of the Metropolitan Police, [1907] 2 K.B. 853. If the unlawful pur-
pose upon which the rioters are engaged is itself felonious, e.g. arson,
then the riot is a felony at common law. The distinction may be
important because more force may be justified in order to suppress
a felony than to suppress a misdemeanour.
Statutory	A riot may also become felonious under the provisions of the
Fe?ony1S° * ^ot ^ct' *^4> (!1"te aPart ^rom ^e actua* commission of, or inten-
tion to commit, an independent felony which., as has been seen
above, is sufficient to constitute the riot felonious. By the provisions
of this Act a magistrate is empowered to order any twelve or more
persons who are assembled together to the disturbance of the public
peace to disperse within one hour after the reading of the proclama-
tion in the Act. Failure to comply with the proclamation within the
hour renders the rioters liable to be adjudged felons and punished
with the maximum penalty of imprisonment for life.
Damagedone Formerly compensation for damage done to property by rioters
by Rioters. was payable by the Hundred, an ancient division of a county. The
Riot (Damages) Act, 1886, entitles property owners to recover com-
pensation out of the county or borough funds (police expenses), thus
throwing the burden on to the general body of the ratepayers. In a
claim for compensation under this Act it was held that acts which
constitute a riot when committed by civilians equally constitute a
riot when committed by soldiers, notwithstanding that the acts may
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